FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE


UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA SELECTS VERIFIED GREEN AS RESEARCH PARTNER IN U.S. DEPTARTMENT OF ENERGY GRANT AWARD

Verified Green to advise U of M research team on green construction, design and remodeling as part of home energy efficiency initiative

MINNEAPOLIS – (July 28, 2010) – The University of Minnesota announced this week that Twin Cities-based Verified Green – internationally known experts on green construction, design and remodeling – will be a key partner in an energy use initiative funded by the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE).

Early this week, the DOE chose to fund a public-private partnership led by University of Minnesota researchers as one of fifteen projects nationwide to receive up to $30 million over the next 18 months as part of the department’s “Building America” program. 

Verified Green will advise the Minnesota project team, called the NorthernSTAR Energy Efficient Housing Research Partnership, on best practices in green construction, design and remodeling. The project will take a holistic approach to building performance, particularly as it applies to housing in cold climates. 

Using this approach, a new or retrofitted house must achieve multiple performance outcomes of energy efficiency, durability, indoor air quality and low environmental impact. While most energy-efficiency programs address only the house itself, the NorthernSTAR approach will involve the entire construction process, from material selection and delivery to everyday energy saving tips for homeowners.

“We’re proud to be partnering with the U of M on a project with such profound implications for building standards,” said Michael Anschel, CEO of Verified Green. “We must achieve a new standard for performance that begins with construction and ends not with the finished structure, but with the quality of the built environment where the health of its occupants is concerned.”

Verified Green’s team of expert architects, designers, remodelers, new home builders and energy raters have a combined 50 years of experience in green building and were key authors of the Cold Climate Remodeling Program, now known as Minnesota GreenStar Certification for Green Homes and Remodeling program. 

They will join the NorthernSTAR team, led by Pat Huelman of the university’s Cold Climate Housing Program and John Carmody of the university’s Center for Sustainable Building Research. 

The project incorporates scientists from a broad range of disciplines and will use research facilities throughout Minnesota and Wisconsin to help develop strategies not only for energy technologies but also for making those technologies available and understandable to all communities. 

University of Minnesota researchers involved in the project are from the U of M’s College of Food, Agricultural and Natural Resource Sciences, College of Design, U of M Extension, Initiative for Renewable Energy and the Environment, College of Science and Engineering and the University of Minnesota-Duluth. Other key partners include the Center for Energy and the Environment, Energy Center of Wisconsin, Wisconsin Energy Conservation Corporation, University of Wisconsin - Madison, Building Knowledge, Building Green, Hunt Utilities Group, McGregor Pearce, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, and Wagner Zaun Architecture.

ABOUT VERIFIED GREEN

Verified Green is a green consulting and training company committed to active conservation of our natural resources by focusing on the role of the built environment and its impact on the natural environment. With over 50 years of combined experience, Verified Green’s collaborative team of architects, designers, remodelers, new home builders and energy raters are internationally known authorities on green construction, design and remodeling. Together, they provide consulting and training programs for builders at all levels, from homeowners to government officials and nonprofit groups. For more information, visit www.verifiedgreen.org.
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